St. Paul’s Covingham
St. Timothy’s, Liden
www.dorcanchurch.org.uk
Transforming lives and communities
Knowing Jesus and making Him known

Sunday 25th October 2020

SERVICES Both of these services will be streamed.
Sunday 25th October - 10:30am St Paul’s
Last Sunday after Trinity

Holy Communion

Rev. Stuart Fisher

Sunday 1st November 10:30am St Paul’s
Al Saints Day.

Morning Worship

Alex Scott

Welcome to the Dorcan Church.
If you are new, we would love to get to know you better. Please
speak to the Minister or to one of the Stewards.
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Collect for Today
Merciful God,
teach us to be faithful in change and uncertainty,
that trusting in your word
and obeying your will
we may enter the unfailing joy of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Catching up with Rev’s Andrew, Stuart and Trudie: We
recognise how frustrating it is to not be able to mingle and catch up
with each other after our worship services, especially as fellowship is
an important part of being church family. Yet thank you for all that
you are doing to follow current government guidelines and the
example we set to the community as we leave our premises.
Andrew, Stuart and myself are conscious that part of the restrictions
mean that it is difficult to have those personal conversations we
might have had after worship. Therefore, after services, please do
briefly share with us that you’d like a conversation and we can
arrange a future time to have a chat. Also, please do not hesitate to
phone us during the week. I know it can be frustrating when we
can’t answer and it goes to answer machine, but please do leave a
message and we promise that we will get back to you when we can.
These are strange times that will continue into next year. Whilst we
may not be able to meet and chat in the same way we have done in
the past, we will find different ways and please do get in touch if you
need to talk.
Blessings to you all from Trudie, Stuart and Andrew.
Trudie: 01793 326128 / 07505 652781
Stuart: 01793 497169

Andrew: 01793 523810
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WOW What a wonderful completely unexpected surprise
It quite took my breath away!!
Thank you so very, very much
Love and blessings

Diane x

Many, many thanks for the gifts: I was overcome and totally
surprised by this kind gesture from my Dorcan friends. I have done
very little in the last seven months, owing to other circumstances and
the virus.
Hopefully, we can all be together before too long, especially St. Tim’s
Love to you all,

Viv.

Swindon Youth for Christ – intern – Rob Friend!
We are delighted that our very own Rob Friend started as an intern with SYFC
with effect from September 2020. And what is even better is that his
placement for 10 hours a week will be with us at Dorcan Church! He will be
focusing on youth work, including Wednesday nights and Sunday mornings, as
well as other events such as weekends away etc. This is exciting news and we
are so pleased for this opportunity for Rob to develop and be part of SYFC.
Rob is a valued member of the church family and it is wonderful that he will
still be with us. Please do keep Rob in your prayers.
NHS QR Code for Covid-19 app:
You will see as you come into St Paul’s that we have a QR code for the NHS
Covid-19 smart phone app. We are required to display this code, yet use of it is
voluntary. You may have heard on the news that it is part of the government’s
approach to reducing the spread of Covid by alerting us if we might have come in
contact at a venue with someone who has tested positive.
If you have a smart phone please do consider downloading the app and using the
QR codes that you will find as you go about your day-to-day business as it is an
important part of keeping this virus at bay.
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Church Action in a Climate Emergency
A Deconstructed Conference happening across October and
November.
In March this year our planned Church Action in a Climate
Emergency conference was postponed, as it fell into the beginning of
lockdown. But now it’s moving online as a ‘deconstructed’ conference
with sessions held throughout late October & early November. Some
fantastic speakers are lined up to lead inspiring hour-long sessions on
topics ranging from incorporating climate change into worship and
teaching, to Christian activism and church divestment. We hope you'll
leave the workshops feeling encouraged and equipped to take your
church on the next steps towards a cleaner future.
Book your space: https://forms.gle/sBU6DPkPcnUaxnsZ6
Workshop 1: ‘Why should Christians act, and why now?’
Monday, 19th October 7.30pm
Q&A with Ruth Valerio, author, environmentalist, and Global Advocacy
Director at Tearfund
Workshop 2: 'Making Creation Visible: Incorporating the Climate
Emergency into worship, prayer and teaching'
Tuesday, 20th October 7.30pm
Led by Deborah Tomkins, Chair of Green Christian & Rev David
Stephenson, Vicar of Cotham & St Pauls Clifton
Workshop 3: ‘Becoming an Eco Church’
Thursday, 22nd October 7.30pm
Led by Helen Stephens, Eco Church lead at A Rocha UK
Workshop 4: ‘Church divestment: how to use your church funds to
combat the climate crisis’
Monday, 26th October 7.30pm
Led by James Buchanan, Director of Operation Noah
Workshop 5: 'Provoking one another to love and good deeds: the
role of activism in responding to the climate crisis'
Thursday, 29th October 7.30pm
Led by Luke Harman, Campaigns Manager at Christian Aid.
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Christmas Unwrapped.
Sadly, due to the corona virus pandemic, we have had to cancel
Christmas Unwrapped this year, so we will be unable to invite
the Y4 children from the local schools to St. Paul’s and St. Tim’s
for these annual sessions.
I would like to take this opportunity of thanking everyone who,
over the years, has helped in the preparations and presentation
of Christmas Unwrapped which the staff and children really
enjoy. Your support has been wonderful and greatly
appreciated. Thank you so much.
HOWEVER - Although Christmas Unwrapped has had to be
cancelled this year, thanks to the kindness and huge generosity
of Sandra Marshall's Cell Group, the Dorcan Church will still have
a link with the local schools at Christmas.
Every Y4 child will receive the gift of a book by Bob Hartman
telling the story of the Nativity in a modern, catchy rhyme format
that will certainly appeal to young children. Thank you so much
to Sandra and her group for the idea and the donation.
Andrew has suggested that a book plate is included in the books,
so we will be busy sticking those in before we deliver the books
to the schools in December.
At the moment, Easter Cracked Open will be a case of wait and
see!
Jo. Bush.

Link to hope Shoeboxes.
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A reminder, to all who are filling shoeboxes that we will be blessing them
on Sunday 1stNovember.
If you can’t get your box/s to St Paul’s on the Sunday, I will be at St Paul’s
car park on Friday 6thNov from 09-00 till 13-00 then 14-00 till 16-30. to
receive them.
Tony Prichard (Treasurer) has said that, if you wish you can use the
contactless code in the church foyer to pay the three pounds per box,
instead of taping the coins to the box. It would be helpful. If you use this
method could you please indicate on the coin area of the leaflet that you
used the code and how many boxes you filled.
I have knitted hats and gloves, if you need any for your box/s please
contact me by phone 01793 538842 or by
Email paultayler1@hotmail.co.uk.
Thank you for your support again this year
Paul

TWHP Evening Support Workers
We are currently in need of staff to work evening shifts 5pm – 8pm, January – March
2021, £9.00 per hour. If you are interested please download a job description and
application form from our website: www.swindonnightshelter.uk or
email admin@swindonnightshelter.org.uk .
TWHP Waking Night Lead Support Workers
We are currently in need of staff to work waking night shifts 8pm – 8am, January –
March 2021, £11.00 per hour. If you are interested please download a job description
and application form from our website: www.swindonnightshelter.uk or
email admin@swindonnightshelter.org.uk .
TWHP Waking Night Project Support Workers
We are currently in need of staff to work waking night shifts 8pm – 8am, January –
March 2021, £10.00 per hour. If you are interested please download a job description
and application form from our website: www.swindonnightshelter.uk or
email admin@swindonnightshelter.org.uk .

All items for inclusion in the next notices should be sent to
Anna Newman by Wednesday 28th October.
Tel: 695698 or email anagram673@hotmail.co.uk. Thank you.
Please let me know if you know of anyone else
who would like to receive notices by email.
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