St. Paul’s, Covingham
St. Timothy’s, Liden
Eldene Church
www.dorcanchurch.org.uk
15th March, 2015
Mothering Sunday
Week 4 of Lent course
“Depending on the Holy Spirit”
I am the vine; you are the branches
John 15:5

SERVICES - 15th March
St. Paul’s
10.30am

Holy Communion

The Ven Christine Froude
Rev’d Trudie Wigley

Today we extend a warm welcome the Ven Christiane Froude, Archdeacon of
Malmesbury and Acting Archdeacon of Bristol, to preach and to worship with
us. We look forward to worshipping together and all that she has to share with us
Sunday Club: Nathalie ~ Ignite: Hannah ~ Vybe: Deb

St. Tim’s
10.30am

Morning Worship

Paul Tayler

Today Andrew Wigley is at Queens Drive
Lectionary
Readings:
15th March

Exodus 2: :1-10 or
1 Sam. 1: 20-28
Psalm 34: 11-20 or
Psalm 127: 1-4

2 Cor 1: 3-7or
Col 3: 12-17
Luke 2: 33-35 or
John 19: 25-27

Welcome to the Dorcan Church
If you are new, we would love to get to know you better.
Please speak to the Minister or to one of the Stewards.

THIS WEEK
Monday
16th March

2-4pm
7.30pm
7.30pm

Scrabble & Dominoes at St. Tim’s
Fellowship Group— Thorne Rd. Eldene
Children and Young people’s meeting Venue TBC

Tuesday
17th March

10.00am
7.30pm

Lent Group— Ridge Nether Moor, Liden
Cell Group— Fitzmaurice Cl. Covingham

Wednesday
18th March

1.30pm
7.30pm
7.30pm
7.30pm

Tiny Tots at St. Paul’s
Tiny Tots at St. Tim’s
Cell Group— Tregantle Walk, Nythe
ECC at St Tims

Thursday
19th March

9.30am
7.30pm
7.30pm

Holy Communion at St Pauls (AW)
Cell Group— White Edge Moor, Liden
Lent Group— Sutton Road, Eldene

Friday
20th March

9.30pm

Easter Cracked Open for Covingham Park School.
St Pauls

Saturday
21st March

6.00pm

X:Site at St Pauls

SERVICES - 22nd March—Passion Sunday
St. Paul’s
8.45am

Holy Communion

Alex Scott and Revd
Trudie Wigley

10.30am

Café Church

Neil Marshall

Welcome: Hazel & Janice, Teas: Café , Sunday Club: Café Church

4.00pm

Messy Church Launch

The Messy Team

Morning Worship

Alex Scott

St. Tim’s
10.30am

Messy Church starts next Sunday! This week 1,100 leaflets
were circulated to our local primary schools, letters sent to 70+
children who came to last summer’s holiday club and light
party, 40 leaflets circulated in Tiny Tots, 100 leaflets and
posters given to our uniformed organisations, and umpteen
posters have appeared in the community (hope you’ve seen them!) and early this
week the Messy banner will go up outside St Pauls. Please do pray for this event
which will happen monthly. There are loads of spare leaflets as you leave today
so please do spread the word - why don’t you have a think about one family you
could personally invite to come? Please do commit this outreach to prayer and
we can’t wait until next week!

For your prayers For the world: For innocent victims in Syria, and for the United Nations and
member states to make renewed effort for peace.
For our community: For the businesses in the parish, thinking particularly of
WHSmiths and surrounding businesses.
For our work places: That we may be a Christian witness in our offices and
amongst our colleagues.
Easter Cracked Open: for the teams who work so hard in putting on Easter
Cracked Open , and for the children and teachers who will come and here about
our faith.
Messy Church: for the launch next week – those who will come and for Hannah
and the Messy team.
For the Methodist district and Bristol Diocese: we particularly pray today for
Archdeacon Christine and her work, support and leadership throughout the
Diocese.
Thank you from +Mike and +Lee:
On the notice board you will see a thank you letter from our bishops. We are
thanked for our parish pledge and a story is shared of someone coming to faith in
one of the deprived areas of Bristol through the local church and ministry – this
could not have happened without the generous giving of other churches within the
Diocese to support that local church.
We are thanked for our financial giving as well as our ministry to this local community and I’m sure you will join with me in being encouraged by this thanks for
our Diocesan leaders.
Chrism Eucharist at Bristol Cathedral
Thursday 2nd April 10:30 (Maundy Thursday):
Traditionally this service is when we share in the traditional blessing of oils which
are used in Christian initiation (e.g. baptisms) and healing. However, this service
is also a unique opportunity for us all to come and pray together, share in the
Lord’s support and for each of us to renew our commitment to the ministries to
which each one of us have been called to.
A number of the Ministry team are going, and this is open to everyone and it
would be lovely if a group of us were able to go together. If you would like to
come, then please let Trudie know so she can let the cathedral know numbers and
also perhaps link people us with car lifts (326 128).
Swindon Youth for Christ: We have this week received the latest newsletter
from Swindon Youth for Christ. SYFC work with young people right across
Swindon and their Spring newsletter is full of information about their recent
work. Please do take a copy home and pray for the work that they do on behalf of
the churches of Swindon.

Sunday 22nd March 2015
Starting at 9.45am
Cafe Service St Pauls Church
On Sunday 22nd March we will be holding a Cafe Service. We meet from 9.45
am to share breakfast together. Then at 10.15 am there will be a short act of
worship designed for the whole church family. This may include singing, prayer,
an activity or discussion and an activity for younger members. Cafe is designed
to be informal, social and thought provoking. Much of its inspiration comes from
the gospels where Jesus took time with his disciples to develop relationships and
to teach them over a hunk of bread. We hope you will join us and enjoy this different expression of worship.

Neil & Nathalie

Alison and myself are organising crafts for Messy Church, and have
planned a junk modelling activity.
For this, we require materials including:
Cardboard boxes like cereal boxes
Kitchen roll tubes
Yoghurt pots
Egg Boxes
So would be great if people could collect a couple of bits and pieces they
have at home. Many thanks, Hazel & Alison

Once again we need cakes for Local Schools for Sunday March 22nd .
They are so greatly appreciated by all the Staff and can be given to Leila at
St Tims or Margaret at St. Pauls.
Second request is for dressing up clothes ( Bridesmaid Dresses etc )
for a Wedding Celebration for Year 3 ( age 7 -- 8 )
We do as part of Living Church. We do a session where the Children from
the Local Schools come to both centres and learn that Church isn't the Building but the people and what we do is Prayer, The Bible, Mission, Pentecost,
The Building and Church Calendar. As part of this we end with a Celebration
and enact A Wedding, Communion, Funeral or Baptism. Our dressing up
clothes are old and tatty and would appreciate any offers.
Thanks, Margaret H. Tel 532849

Electoral Role:
We are required to open the electoral role to revision before our Annual
Meeting which is on 19th April. The window for revision is from 22th to 29th
March 2015.
Ahead of this if you are not on the electoral role and would like to be, or are
not sure, please do speak with Barbara Wilcox our Electoral roll officer who
will be able to help you (538695). By being on the electoral role it means that
you can vote for the officers of the Dorcan church, stand for ECC and speak
at the annual meeting, as well as being an important way of showing your
membership of The Dorcan church.
Do consider joining the roll if you are not currently on it.

Informal Service:
Please note that the informal service will
continue on the 2nd Sunday of the month for April. Therefore it will not be
held
on Easter Day (5th April) as original advertised but on Sunday 12th April. It will
take on a slightly different format next month and will be led by you! Diane

Community Cafe, Open Wednesdays 10am-1pm
Acorn Building, Eldene Primary School
Join us for tea/coffee & chat or join in activities
There is a small group doing art & another doing knitting, crochet, needlework, (some materials provided) or bring along a project of your own.
More info from annettelaw@btinternet.com

Cabaret & Supper Evening
St Pauls Church Centre Friday 17th April 7.30
Come along for an entertaining evening featuring Rod Wheatley vocalist,
and have a go on the Karaoke mike.
Fish and chips provided, please bring your own drink
Tickets available from Diane K 336420 £10.00 per person

2016-2018 Diocesan Strategy and Bristol Diocesan Newsletter:
The latest edition of the Diocesan newsletter is now available and do pick up a
copy today. There are some reflections on the visit from ++Justin Welby to the
diocesan synod last September and having confidence in sharing our stories of
God, as well as outlining the Diocesan strategy for 2016-2018.
The strategy is a bold one, with the goal of addressing how we proclaim the good
news of Jesus in THIS generation. It is a strategy that asks some challenging
questions and with it will ask us whether we are prepared to make some challenging and radical changes to how “we do things”. Whilst it is exciting, it is also a
great step forward in faith. Moving the strategy from high level to what it make
look like “on the ground” is currently being discussed at all levels in the diocese,
and we have an opportunity to respond in a special meeting on Thursday April
16th at 7:30 at Gorse Hill. This is open to all and is a chance to have your say
with Oliver Home, Diocesan Secretary.
Please do prayerfully consider coming along and be an active part of planning and
outreach for the next few years.
How will you vote in the general Election? The House of bishops has issued a
pastoral letter to us all called “Who is our neighbour?”. It encourages us to engage in the political process ahead of the general election and to use our vote
“thoughtfully” in trying to help build the kind of society many people say they
want, but feel may not yet to expressed in the vision of some of our political parties. It challenges us that our faith and the political world are not exclusive of
each other and that our voice matters. The letter is a good read, and I would encourage you to take a look at it and reflect on your response. It can be found at
https://churchofengland.org/media/2170230/whoismyneighbour-pages.pdf

What is God saying to you this Lent?
What is God saying to us as his church this Lent?
As we journey through Lent – in our personal devotions and reflections, our Lent
course and themed preaching – what might God be saying?
In the days ahead please do prayerfully consider this question.
One of the ways God speaks to us and prompts us is through each other, so please
be encouraged to share any thoughts with others, and also with the Ministry team
who are here for you.

All items for inclusion in the next notices should be sent to
Anna Newman by 19th March
Tel: 695698 or Email: anagram673@hotmail.co.uk
(please let me know if you would like to receive notices by email)

